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Coming Out of the Clouds, by Glenn E. Thompson, won HM Advanced Digital, in October’s “Open” competition. See more on pages 4-7.
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Presidents’ Comments

“To me, photography is an art of observation. It's about finding something interesting in an ordinary place. ..

THE VIEWFINDER

I've found it has

little to do with the things you see and everything to do with the way you see them.”

~Elliott Erwitt

by Roz Kleffman and Stefan Kaben, Co-Presidents

Seeing the Seasons

As we write this article, we can't help noticing a
lot of subtle changes in the neighborhood foliage.
Hopefully you too are seeing the changes and are
then inspired to aspire to perspiring a bit while
acquiring some great autumn images. Do not fret
if the colors are already past peak in your area, just
head further afield to enjoy the spectacular colors,
or embrace all of the subtleties as we move from
fall to winter. Just get out there with your eyes open
and your lens cap off. Maybe sip some apple cider or
enjoy a festival as you go. Photos abound in the most
ordinary as well as the most unusual places. Be open
to them.

Calendar:

November 2 Field Trip

Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

Recently, the club went to Glenstone Museum in
Potomac. We strongly suggest you get that place on
your calendar for a very unique visit. There are some
photos in this Viewfinder taken by club members to
give you a hint of the treasures we found and the
fun we had. We also very recently went to Downs
Park (although after this was written) and a trip to
Harpers Ferry is now upon us. Make the most of these
field trips! They are wonderful opportunities to hone
photographic skills and vision while enjoying each
other’s company.

If you are looking for more manicured grounds,
check out Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania.

The Christmas display will be ready soon and it is
Continued on page 3
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Bowie-Crofton Camera Club
P.O. Box 515
Bowie, Maryland 20718-0515

THE VIEWFINDER is distributed

via e-mail early in the month.
Contributions of articles of interest to
photographers are welcomed.

The deadline for submitting articles
and images is the 20th day of the
month before publication. For
example, a submission deadline for
the October Viewfinder would be
September 20.

Articles should be sent via e-mail to
viewfinder@b-ccc.org. Attachments
as MS Word, txt, or .rtf files are
acceptable. Photos and illustrations
should be separate attachments.

Photographs should be submitted
electronically as JPEGs with a "high”
quality compression setting. The
optimal photograph will be no
more than 1920 pixels in its greatest
dimension.

Individual ........ $40.00

Family............ $55.00

Student........... $20.00
Meeting Nights

The Bowie-Crofton Camera Club
meets the first through fourth
Monday nights of each month
September through May in the
Fellowship Hall of the All Saints
Lutheran Church at US 301 and Mt.
Oak Road in Bowie. Meetings begin
at 7:00. Visitors are always welcome.

To Annapolis

To Washington

Photographic Society
of America (PSA)

The Bowie-Crofton Camera Club

is a member of the Photographic
Society of America (PSA) and of
the Maryland Photography Alliance
(MPA).

For information regarding the
benefits of a PSA individual
membership and for
PSA-sponsored events contact
Denise Hill (301) 809-1399 or
e-mail psa@b-ccc.org.
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Comments From the President - continued from page 1

by Roz Kleffman and Stefan Kaben, Co-Presidents

always a great time no matter what the weather. The
greenhouses are a warm place to check out if the
weather is cold or rainy. Locally, Brookside Gardens in
Wheaton is always a year-round treat. Nearby garden
centers also are bustling with fabulous displays. A
favorite is Homestead Garden Center on Route 214 in
Davidsonville. A lot of photographic art can be made in
just this one place, close to home and it opens at 8am.
What's near you?

We encourage you to get out there with your camera
and make some art. You will be glad you did. If you
just cannot think of anything to photograph, then how

Roz Kleffman shot this image of water lilies at the
Glenstone Museum Field Trip. See pages 11-12 for more
field trip images.

Charles Jemmott shot this image of titled Benc/
at the Glenstone Museum Field Trip. See pages
11-12 for more field trip images.

about going to see the B-CCC Exhibit at Gallery 564 in

Severna Park? It is a unique gallery exhibit, but it ends

soon, on November 7. Kudos to Mark Laster for finding
this spot for us to exhibit.

We challenge all club members to take an active role
in your club. Maybe bring a few images to meetings
and show them to members, print the best image and
show that to us all too. We all learn every time we share
photographs, whether our own or others’. Maybe show
us a new place to explore or a new technique to try.
YES, you can do this! Please let us know how we can
help.

Charles Jemmott, photographer of above
image, joined Roz and others on the field trip to
Glenstone Musuem. See more of both of these

photographers on pages 11-12.
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Competition Corner
October 6 “Open” Competition Results

by Charles Jemmott, VP Competition

With a last-minute substitution, Duane Heaton was
our judge for the October “Open” competition. We
submitted 80 images (70 Advanced, 10 Novice) for
Duane to review.

Duane provided feedback for all images, with an
emphasis on composition.

December 1 Competition
Theme: In Detail (Not Necessarily Macro)

Duane will be relocating by year's end, and we
wish him all the best in his new life, family, and photo
adventures!

Competition year 2025-2026 is off to a fast start!

Congratulations to all the winners, and good luck to
all in November's competition.

by Charles Jemmott, VP Competition

Zoom in to reveal some of the details of your subject
that are usually overlooked. It's often said that “God/
The Devil" is in the details. Not necessarily with a Macro

December 1 Competition Judge
Frank Gallagher: /n Detail (Not Necessarily Macro)

By Charles Jemmott, VP Competition

lens, but it wouldn't hurt if you had one (don't buy one
just for this competition).

Frank Gallagher is a
photographer and writer
living in the Washington,

DC, area who loves nature
photography and spending
time outdoors. Frank built
up his photography business
following a 25-year career in
nonprofit associations focused
= on education and technology,
during which he developed extensive experience in
visual storytelling and communications. These days,

he mainly works with national and local nonprofit
organizations, providing a variety of photographic
services. He's a member of the Silver Spring Camera
Club, PSA, Nature Photographers Network and the
North American Nature Photography Association and,
for several years, handled NANPA's marketing and
communications. Photography has been a passion

of his since, as a child, he watched his dad carefully
composing with a Graflex Speed Graphic camera.

https://www.frankgallagherphotography.com
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Competition Corner
October 6 Competition Results

Novice Digital (10 Entries)

1st SunsetSail............ Andrew (Andy) Gray
2nd Mushroom............ Sharon Ruhly
3rd Poof 7408204......... Denise Hill

Novice Monochrome Prints (0 Entries)

Novice Color Prints (0 Entries)

Westbound Span,
3rd. Advanced Monochrome,
Kim Kowalewski

All The Colors, 2nd. Advanced Digital, Glenn E. Thompson

Advanced Digital (38 Entries)

1st DownsPark.................. .. ... Bruce Edwards

2nd AlltheColors......... .. ... it Glenn E. Thompson
3rd Ship Bow on the Chesapeake.......... Bruce Goodman
HM Monastry Walkway ................... Carmella Doty

HM  AtlantisOT. ..., Steve Abramowitz
HM Bay BridgeatDawn.................... Kim Kowalewski
HM Coming Out of the Clouds ............. Glenn E. Thompson
HM Misty Rocks copy..................... Bruce Edwards

HM Office Building ........................ Steve Abramowitz
HM Fiery Sky in Capitol Reef ............... Karen Smale
Advanced Monochrome Prints (16 Entries)

Ist Arches NP ........... ... ... ... ....... William (Bill) Bailey
2nd BlackwaterFalls ...................... Kim Kowalewski
3rd Westbound Span... ................... Kim Kowalewski
HM Prayer Before Mission.................. Stanley Turk
Advanced Color Prints (16 Entries)

1st TheEngine........ ... ... . ... Bill Collins

2nd When Steam WasKing................ Glenn E. Thompson
3rd Sandy Point LightatDawn ............ Kim Kowalewski
HM HeadingIn........................... Kim Kowalewski

Sunset Sail, 1st. Novice Digital, Andrew (Andy) Gray
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Competition Corner
October 6 Competition Results, continued

Bay Bridge at Dawn, HM Advanced Digital, Kim Kowalewski Blackwater Falls, 2nd. Advanced Monochrome, Kim Kowalewski

Sandy Point Light at Dawn, 3rd. Advanced Color Prints, Kim Kowalewski

Heading In, HM Advanced Color Prints, Kim Kowalewski
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Competition Corner
October 6 Competition Results, continued

Fiery Sky in Capitol Reef, HM Advanced Digital, Karen Smale

November How-To - November 24
Bruce Goodman: PhotoPills

When Steam Was King, 2nd. Color Prints, Glenn E. Thompson

by Karen Smale, VP How-To

An Introduction to PhotoPills or....
How did they get that shot?!

B-CCC's own Bruce Goodman will lead a session to
introduce photographers to PhotoPills, an app that
helps plan and execute moon, sun, and Milky Way
photographs. If there is further interest, we can set up
working 'how-to’ sessions to help plan an actual photo
shoot using the app.

You all know Bruce as a gifted photographer, winning
the Bowie-Crofton Camera Club's photo of the year
(and both the runners-up!) in the Advanced Digital
category this past year. You've seen his fabulous
landscape and wildlife photos. In his own words,
here is some more background about Bruce and his
photographic journey:

“In 2018, I retired from a 40-year career in human
resources in the financial services sector, commuting
2 1/2 hours daily from northern New Jersey to New
York City. Upon retirement, I joined a local NJ camera
club, resuming a hobby that began in high school and
continued in college, where I was a photographer for
the Rutgers University daily newspaper.

“When Covid began, I began experimenting with
moon and sun rises and sets, looking out to the

NYC skyline from the ridge near our New Jersey
home. My first attempts were not very promising. I
rented and then bought a long telephoto lens which
greatly improved my outcomes. Talking to other
photographers I learned about PhotoPills and a few
other resources to help plan and shoot the moon and
sun.

“T quickly began to realize that there were limited
opportunities to photograph the moon and sun, so I
began dabbling in bird and wildlife photography. When
my wife Laurie and I moved to College Park in 2023 to
be closer to our daughter, son and five grandchildren,

I began asking photographers that I ran into where
they went to photograph. A local photographer
directed me to the Conowingo Dam, and I was hooked.
Again, I rented other equipment and 3 years ago
began shooting mostly birds and wildlife with Sony
equipment.

“When I am not wandering with my camera, I can be
found nearby with my wife, children and grandchildren
or cycling with friends. When the weather cools, look
for me at the Wells Skating Rink playing pick-up ice
hockey.”
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B-CCC Mentoring Group - November 20 on Zoom, starting at 6:30pm

Leon Smith: “Get Your Camera Out of Auto”

by Beth Fabey

1: NEW: 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. -- Several Novice
members have requested feedback on their images
prior to competions so those who are interested, please
have your images readily available on your computer
to screenshare. If possible, please be prepared to open
them up on whatever post-processing photo-editing
app you use.

If there is a lot of interest in this, the club has a
private Flickr site to which photos could be posted
thanks to Bill Bailey; however, we would need some
Advancd volunteers to monitor and provide feedback. I
do not do social media.

If interested in this route of using Flickr, either as a
Novice or as an Advanced member willing to monitor it
on a regular basis, please contact Beth Fabey at:

nonnie.fabey@gmail.com

In the meantime, we will critique as many photos as
we can in the half hour before the formal Mentoring
Group meeting begins. If there are more photos left to
critique at 7:00, I am willing to stay on after the formal
meeting to provide feedback and any other members
who would like to are welcome to stay on, too.

If you have questions that you would like to have
discussed, let Beth Fabey know and we can try to fit
them in either before the formal presentation or after.

2. 7:00 p.m. -- Leon Smith will give his presentation
“Get Your Camera Out of Auto” to the Mentoring
Group on Thursday, November 20th at 7:00 p.m. Leon
talks about his approach for selecting exposure modes
based upon the subject he is shooting. He points out
that there is a place for "Auto” mode but that at times
other modes may provide exposures more to the
photographer’s liking. He discusses shutter priority for
stopping action, aperture priority to ensure depth of
field, and Auto ISO for situations where the light might
be changing fairly often but the photographer still
wants to define a shutter speed and f-stop. Leon will
also touch upon the Zone System originally developed
by Ansel Adams as a way to better understand
exposure and also discuss the subject with others.
Leon will also briefly discuss depth of field - “zone of
acceptable focus” when he talks about why we might
want to use aperture priority or manual. Please come
join Leon for this presentation on the 20th.

ALL B-CCC members are invited to join us. The
Zoom code is the same as our regular Monday night
meetings.

The above image was taken by Beth Fabey. This hallway shows a portion of the images on exhibit at Charlotie

& s t ! ———

Hall. See accompanying article on the next page.
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Exhibit: Charlotte Hall
Exhibit hanging through the month of December

by Beth Fabey

Glenn Thompson, Stan Turk, Vince Ferrari and Beth
Fabey from the Bowie-Crofton Camera Club have
joined several members of the St. Mary’s County
Camera Club (a Southern Maryland Special Interest
Group of the Coastal Camera Club), to once again
exhibit photos in the Assisted Living Building of the
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home for the months of
October, November and December.

Of special interest to the Veterans are the photos
from the Reading, PA, WW II Reenactment which is

Exhibit: Autumn B-CCC
Reception was held on October 19; Exhibit ends November 7

held on the first 3-day weekend in June each year at
the Mid-Atlantic Air Museum, as well as photos of the
ever popular Blue Angels and other aircraft performing
at local air shows.

If you are interested in displaying military-themed
photos at the Vet Home for the last part of November
as well as the month of December, please contact Beth
Fabey before November 10 at:

nonnie.fabey@gmail.com

by Mark Laster, Exhibit Coordinator

I'm writing this column
on October 20th, a day
after the opening day of
our autumn exhibit and
its reception, and I have
a sense of satisfaction
and relief, about the
exhibit. After last month's
concern that not enough photos had been submitted
for the exhibit, there were submissions by additional
club members, and in particular, Beth Fabey provided
enough pictures to bring our total number of pictures
to the level that we had assured the gallery that we
could provide. The exhibit consisted of approximately
20 pictures exhibited by nine club members.

Photo credit: Vince Ferrari

Michael Brown, the owner/manager of Gallery 564,
did a beautiful job of arranging our pictures. He hung
most of our pictures next to other pictures in our
exhibit, but some of our pictures are near photographs
or paintings from other sources. He took the photo
below, and posted it on Facebook.

If you haven't already visited the exhibit, try to visit
by the last full day of the exhibit, Friday, November 7.
The gallery will not be open throughout every day, so
it's best to find whether the gallery will be open when

you'd like to visit. To contact the gallery, either phone
443-871-1195, or send email to Gallery564@comcast.
net

The address of the gallery is:

Gallery 564
564 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD 21146-3848

That address is on the west side of Baltimore
Annapolis Boulevard, and about 150 feet north of the
intersection with McKinsey Road, in Severna Park.
There are diagonal parking places in front of the gallery
and the businesses near it, but if you don't find an
empty place, you can look across Baltimore Annapolis
Boulevard to a large shopping center, where there are
plenty of parking places.

Take-down of the exhibit will be Saturday, November
8th, from 12:30pm to 2:00pm. If you cannot retrieve
your pictures during the scheduled time, please
arrange with me or someone else to get your work.

If you know of a venue that may work for our next
exhibit, please let me know; ditto, if you have questions
about exhibits. Please send questions or comments to

the following address: mark.nmi.laster@gmail.com
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Out-and-About

What our club members are doing

by Beth Fabey

She also sold a number of framed

Upcoming Events
What's happening elsewhere

On September 27th Sally Patton was
able to participate in Jug Bay Wetlands
Sanctuary 40th Year Celebration with
a number of other artists. She won 3rd
place People’s Choice for her Monarch.

this event as she was able to capture and
collect various butterflies, dragonflies and
birds through the lens of her camera.

photography, cards, ornaments and
journals. It was a pleasure preparing for

Compiled by club members

Remember that the Maryland Photography Alliance
(MPA) will be presenting its Annual Contest Awards
Ceremony on Sunday, November 9. That will be held at
7pm.

Find other MPA events on their website. There, you
will also find information about the next webinar,

Field Trip: Thursday, December 11, 6:30 pm to ?
Annapolis Midnight Madness

"Photography, Identity, and Memory. Presenter will be
Loli Kantor. Date for the webinar will be November 25.

Also, check out the podcast (#49) by Jerome Brunet,
Music Photographer.

Bowie-Crofton Camera Club is a proud member of
MPA. https:/www.mdphotoalliance.org

by Kim Kowalewski, Field Trip Leader

The purpose of our
December field trip is night
photography. During the
Midnight Madness events,
Annapolis businesses stay

, open late (to midnight or
11 pm) for shopping and
dining. As such, there are plenty of opportunities to
photograph holiday lights, decorations, shoppers,

and revelers partaking in various sorts and amounts
of holiday cheer. I have photographed these events
over the past 3 years and have enjoyed the festive
atmosphere and opportunities for street photography,
slow shutter exposures, multiple exposures, and
intentional camera movement.

Many of the locations with the best photo ops are
relatively close to each other, so plan on walking 2

miles, more or less, depending on your interests and
ability to withstand the cold. It is December.

A good place to park is the public parking garage at
Calvert and St. John Streets (I will circulate a map to
those attending.). It's open to the public after 6 PM and
it is free.

To fortify ourselves for the night, let’s have dinner
at 6:30PM at Buddy's Crabs and Ribs at the bottom of
Main Street, which is about ¥2 mile from the parking
garage. The restaurant is in the middle of some of the
best locations.

For more information on other parking options and
the attractions, see MIDNIGHT MADNESS | Downtown
Annapolis Partnership

Please email me at kimkowalewski@verizon.net if

you plan to attend.
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Photos from September 27 Field Trip

Glenstone Museum, Potomac, Maryland

Steve Abramowitz: Building 03A

o

e WL e S
Roz Kleffman: Willows

Roz Kleffman: Glenstone Trees

Roz Kleffman: Blue Flower

Roz Kleffman: Graphic

Charles Jemmott: Skull

Leverne Laws: Milkweed

11



THE VIEWFINDER ¢ BOWIE-CROFTON CAMERA CLUB VOLUME 45, NUMBER 3 ¢« NOVEMBER, 2025

Photos from September 27 Field Trip, continued

Glenstone Museum, Potomac, Maryland

Carmella Doty: Glenstone Gallery Wall

Stefan Kaben: Birdhouse

b
Stefan Kaben: Glenstone Lunch Bunch

Leverne Laws: Spotted Lanternfly

12
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Parting Shot
Incredible Fall Day at Raymondskill Falls

In October 2025, Angie and I traveled to Stroudsburg, PA to see the waterfalls.
This area is commonly know as the Poconos and includes the Delaware Water Gap
National Recreation Area.

It was a perfect fall day to travel to Raymondskill Falls which is the tallest waterfall
in Pennsylvania standing at 178 feet. This three-tiered waterfall is an incredible
sight and I will definitely go back. Two paths are available to get to the bottom,
one is very strenuous and steep with virtually no steps. The other path is incredibly
easier with no loose rocks or short steps (wish I would have found this path the first
time I went down to the bottom of the falls and back!).

--Andy Gray

If you would like to have your image and story presented here, send it to:
viewfinder(@b-ccc.org

The Viewfinder
Bowie-Crofton Camera Club
P.O. Box 515

Bowie, Maryland 20718-0515

Photographic

Society of
America

WORLDWIDE

www.b-ccc.org e« viewfinder@b-ccc.org
Member Photographic Society of America since 1977
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