
Fall into Fall

   Fall is here! The cooler temps are starting; the 
fantastic colors are emerging; and Mother Nature’s 
plans for the rest of the year are beginning to unfold. 
Here are a few suggestions in case you might be 
wondering how to capture the annual display. Start 
close to home.

   Go to your local garden center. Homestead Gardens 
always has a great display of fall things. They love it 
when photographers take photos of their displays. 
Pumpkins are now popping up everywhere. Some 
smaller spots are Staples Corner on RT 424 and route 

450. The new plants and pumpkins are out and about. 
Grocery stores offer gourds and small pumpkins for 
you to try your hand at close-up work at home. For 
a few dollars, you can get a very nice sampling of 
flowers, gourds, mini-pumpkins and other fall items. 
If you are looking for more close-up ideas, just visit 
Michael’s or Hobby Lobby for some subjects to set 
up. Still life images are easy to do, though sometimes 
challenging to do well; and we do not have to brave 
the elements. What about visiting a watershed area 
by your house?  Reflections of fall foliage are sure to 
be contenders in any competition. Why not ask a club 
member to join you on a mini field trip?
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THE VIEWFINDER is distributed 
via e-mail early in the month. 
Contributions of articles of interest to 
photographers are welcomed. 

The deadline for submitting articles 
and images is the 20th day of the 
month before publication. For 
example, a submission deadline for 
the October Viewfinder would be 
September 20.

Articles should be sent via e-mail to 
viewfinder@b-ccc.org. Attachments 
as MS Word, .txt, or .rtf files are 
acceptable. Photos and illustrations 
should be separate attachments. 

Photographs should be submitted 
electronically as JPEGs with a “high” 
quality compression setting. The 
optimal photograph will be no 
more than 1920 pixels in its greatest 
dimension. 

Membership Rates

Individual  . . . . . . . .         $40.00 
Family  . . . . . . . . . . . .            $55.00 
Student. . . . . . . . . . . $20.00

Meeting Nights

The Bowie-Crofton Camera Club 
meets the first through fourth 
Monday nights of each month 
September through May in the 
Fellowship Hall of the All Saints 
Lutheran Church at US 301 and Mt. 
Oak Road in Bowie. Meetings begin 
at 7:00. Visitors are always welcome.

Photographic Society  
of America (PSA)

The Bowie-Crofton Camera Club 
is a member of the Photographic 
Society of America (PSA) and of 
the Maryland Photography Alliance 
(MPA). 

For information regarding the 
benefits of a PSA individual 
membership and for                   
PSA-sponsored events contact  
Denise Hill (301) 809-1399 or  
e-mail psa@b-ccc.org.
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Presidents’ Comments - continued from page 1

by Roz Kleffman and Stefan Kaben, Co-Presidents

   If you get really excited about going somewhere, 
you could pack a lunch and head out to the mountains 
of Frederick and west or the Blue Ridge out in Front 
Royal, VA. Check the “peak prediction” online before 
you venture out of town. The mountains usually change 
colors a little earlier than in our back yards. If you are 
looking for spectacular reds/orange there are a few 
trees on Belair Drive in Bowie that put on a full display. 

Savage Mill area has a small waterfall and a little 
spillway on Dobbins Parkway in Columbia might be 
nice too.

   And by all means, join our Fall Colors field trip on the 
25th of this month. See page 5 for details.

   Fall is everywhere! Get your adventure shoes on and 
get out there and make some marvelous images.    

Competition Corner
November 3 Night Competition Judge: Mike Thomas (Hybrid)

by Mike Thomas, November Competition Judge

   I started photography in 1979 using my father’s 
Nikkormat SLR. I still have that camera. He also taught 
me how to develop and process film. After years in a 
darkroom, switched to digital in 2006 and recently I 
switched from Nikon to Olympus micro four thirds.

   While my favorite subjects are wildlife, I like to shoot 
just about anything. Black and White prints are my 
favorite.

   I have BS and an MS in Computer Science which has 
served me well in the transition from film to digital 
using Photoshop and Lightroom.

   In 2018 I was awarded Master Photographer by the 
Bowie Crofton Camera Club. I have also been awarded 
Master of Monochrome Prints, Color Prints, and Digital 
in the Arundel Camera Club.

   Professionally I work in the cybersecurity industry. 
I retired from the US Department of Defense in 2020 
and currently work for Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology/Lincoln Laboratory.

You can find some of my images at https://mikethomas.
photos/blog

Competition Corner
November 3 Theme: Night 
by Charles Jemmott, VP Competition

   The theme for our second competition of 2025-2026 
is Night.

   November 3 – Night:  The image must have been 
taken under dark skies. It can be of celestial objects, 

or objects on the ground, such as buildings, walkways, 
highways, or nature. The photo must have been taken 
after sunset and before sunrise.
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Program Meeting - October 20 (Zoom only)
David L. Crooks - Exploring the Art and Technique of Light Painting

by Bruce Edwards, Programs VP
      David L. Crooks 

is a distinguished 
nature photographer 
renowned for his 
captivating images 
of the natural world. 
Based in Annandale, 
Virginia, David has built 

a reputation for his keen eye and ability to capture 
the beauty of nature through his lens. His work 
predominantly features landscapes, wildlife, and other 
natural subjects, emphasizing the intricate details and 
stunning vistas that define the environment.

   David is the organizer of the Virginia Beltway 
Photography Meetup Group, which has over 2,900 
members, and he started it in 2015. David is the 
webmaster of the Northern Virginia Photographic 
Society camera club. Plus, he also often contributes to 

local photography clubs and forums. David has been a 
photo walk leader for Scott Kelby’s Worldwide Photo 
Walk for fifteen years, a competition judge, and a 
mentor to budding photographers. In November, David 
will lead a workshop through the Meetup Group at Old 
Car City in Georgia, teaching light painting.

   David’s passion for photography is matched by his 
technical skill, often utilizing OM System cameras to 
achieve stunning results. His commitment to the art 
and community of photography continues to inspire 
those who follow his work, making him a respected 
figure in the field of nature photography.

www.davidcrooks.com

https://www.instagram.com/dcrooks_us/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dcrooks

How-To Meeting - October 27 (Hybrid)
Ken Barlow - Bird and Wildlife Photography of St. Mary’s County, Maryland

by Karen Smale, VP How-To

   Ken Barlow is an avid +20-year wildlife photographer 
and has recently been photo-documenting the two 
different active eagle nests at Historic Sotterley in 
Hollywood, MD. These eagle photos have been shown 
at the Southern Maryland Heritage Festival in May 
2025 and at the first 38 Sotterley Descendants Project 
at St. Mary’s College of Maryland in September, 
2025. In addition to showing us his photographs of 
these eagles, he will talk about his camera settings, 
techniques, and process. 

   Ken is a retired civil service aerospace/mechanical 
engineer with over 34 years of service supporting the 
F-14 aircraft and multiple Naval Aviation Propulsion & 
Power engine systems. 

   He is currently both a docent and collection evaluator 
at the Patuxent River Naval Air Museum. He has a BS in 
Aerospace Engineering from West Virginia University 
and a MS in Engineering Mechanics from Old Dominion 
University. 

   He is active in both the Coastal Camera Club and the 
St. Mary’s County Camera Club. While he is primarily 
focused on wildlife photography, his future challenge 
is to improve his landscape photography techniques 
via camera club training sessions and general trial and 
error photography applications.
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Mentoring Group now meets on the 3rd Thursday of the Month
Starting date is October 16, running through April, 2026.

by Beth Fabey

   Another year and another opportunity to expand 
your skills as a photographer!

   If you have interest in joining or renewing your 
membership in the Mentoring Group as a  Novice or as 
a new club member, or as an Advanced club member 
who is willing to share your expertise with others, 
please contact Beth Fabey at: 
                          nonnie.fabey@gmail.com 

   The first meeting will be Thursday, October 16 
using the same Zoom code as the code used for 
last year’s (as well as this year’s) general membership 
meetings on Monday nights. 

   The meetings will open at 6:30 p.m. for those who 
would like to ask questions on any photographic topic 
they desire. 

   The program scheduled for that evening will then 
begin at 7:00 p.m.

   For our first meeting, please come prepared to 
discuss what direction you would like to see these 
meetings take. 

What format would be most helpful to you? 
	 --Critiques of photos?  
	 --Discussions?  
	 --Presentations on topics requested by you? 
	 --Post-processing apps demonstrated? 
	 --Photography equipment? 
	 --Other?

   It might be that you prefer just a resource person to 
ask questions as they come up, e.g., things to look for 
in a new computer, most important features in a new 
camera, how to perform a specific function in a camera 
or app, etc.

   Or, while on club field trips, you might like to have 
some practical pointers pertaining to camera use-- 
composition, focus of interest, techniques for capturing 
action shots or intentional camera movement or large 
depth of field shots, etc.

   We are here to help you but you have to be the ones 
who tell us what you need. Looking forward to hearing 
from you!

   See you THURSDAY, OCT. 16, 6:30 p.m. for 
questions, 7:00 p.m. for the formal beginning of 
the Mentoring Group meeting.

   Our October 25, 2025 B-CCC field trip will be to 
Downs Park in Pasadena, Maryland. 
   Downs Park is situated on the Chesapeake Bay, 
Downs Park offers a variety of natural and recreational 
activities throughout its 236 acres. Downs Park offers 
more than five miles of paved and nature paths.
   The land was initially owned by Richard Caton in the 
early 1800s, who acquired it with the help of a loan 
from his father-in-law, Charles Carroll of Carrollton.  
Over time, the land was used for lumbering, farming, 
and growing produce like watermelons and cantaloupe.  
In 1913, H.R. Mayo Thom purchased the land and 
transformed it into a summer estate known as Rocky 
Beach Farm. He built a mansion for his family and 
several cottages for friends and workers.  In 1977, Anne 

Arundel County purchased the property, and in 1982, 
Downs Park opened to the public.  Downs Park offers 
amenities such as a dog beach, Mother’s Garden (a 
restored Victorian garden), pavilions, sports courts, 
trails, and a youth camping area.
	 Address: 8311 Johns Downs Loop  
	 Pasadena, MD 21122
   We will meet at the Ranger Office/Information Center 
at 10 am.  The fee to enter this park is $6.00 per vehicle 
unless you have an Anne Arundel County Annual pass 
then there is no fee.
   Afterward, we will meet for lunch in Severna Park.   
   If you plan to go, please let me know by phone 443-
995-3786, or email at  graya1@comcast.net.

Field Trip: October 25
Downs Park, Pasadena, Maryland

by Andy Gray, Field Trip Leader
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   Major differences have developed between what I 
wrote before September 12 to the 2024-25 season’s 
exhibitors and to the whole B-CCC membership, 
on the one hand, and what’s in this column, written 
September 20, on the other. If you see a difference, the 
more recent piece takes precedence. 
   The main difference between the Gallery 564 exhibit 
and the 2024-25 exhibits that I coordinated, is that last 
season’s exhibits drew more than enough responses 
within a few days – more pictures were offered for 
exhibit than we had room for – while, for the upcoming 
exhibit, we still have room for many more pictures. I 
attribute the difference partly to Gallery 564’s stated 
preference for new (i.e.: not previously exhibited) 
photos. In order to reach our allotment of 20 pictures, 
though, we’ll now accept excellent photos in excellent-
condition frames, even if the pictures have been 
previously exhibited.
   Nine days ago, I wrote to the 2024-25 exhibitors that 
if by September 21 they sent me a dataset for each 
of the one or two pictures they wanted to exhibit this 
autumn, I’d adjust the number of pictures to display 
to 20, by September 26. To give us a better chance 
to submit “enough” datasets, I’m extending the date 
by which I’ll receive the datasets by three days to 
September 24, and extend the date by which I hope to 
have a list of 20 pictures by two days, to September 28. 
By the way, a dataset is a five-part record about each 
picture you wish to enter:
	 1. Photographer’s name
	 2. Title of the picture
	 3. The medium -- whether printed on paper, 	
	   then matted and framed, or else printed on 	
	   canvas, etc
	 4. Size -- the width and height of the work, 		
	   including the matting (if any) and frame
	 5. Price
   Please email me a dataset for each picture you wish 
to enter in B-CCC’s autumn exhibit. I encourage you to 
provide datasets for more than two pictures if you can 
submit more than two. In last season’s shows, I made 

an information card for each picture exhibited; for this 
show, the Gallery will make the information cards.
   Pictures in this show can be as large as 24 inches x 
24 inches, but need not be so large. Each picture frame 
should have a hanging-wire. If you are exhibiting more 
than one print, verify the match between a picture and 
its dataset. 
   In setting a price, know that if a picture in the exhibit 
is sold because of inclusion in the show, the Gallery 
will charge a 30% commission of the sales price, unless 
the picture was printed at Gallery 564, in which case, 
no commission is charged. The gallery does not frame 
pictures, but can refer you to a frame-shop.
   Another major change: I was informed on September 
19 by the Gallery, that the gallery requires a JPG 
version of the file for each picture in the show, to be 
submitted on the day when the picture is submitted, 
or on a different date, if I’m notified of that. If this JPG 
requirement is worrisome in terms of the security of 
your intellectual property, I suggest that you [A] reduce 
the resolution of each file you submit to no more 
than 800 pixels on its longer dimension, and/or [B] 
conspicuously watermark each JPG file that you submit 
to the Gallery.
   The important dates and times, and roles for this 
exhibit are the following:
	 1. Drop-off on Sunday, Oct 12, from 12:30pm 	
	     until 2:00pm
	 2. Hanging the pictures will be performed by 	
	     the Gallery, by Saturday, Oct 18 
	 3. Reception: Sunday, Oct 19, from 12:30 until 	
	     2:00pm. B-CCC will provide the reception
	 4. Take-down: Saturday, Nov 8, from 12:30pm 	
	     until 2:00pm
The address of our upcoming exhibit is: 
	 Gallery 564 
	 564 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. 
	 Severna Park, MD 21146-3848
If you have questions or comments, send them to the 
following address:  mark.nmi.laster@gmail.com

Autumn B-CCC Exhibit
Major Changes in Recent Days

by Mark Laster, Exhibit Coordinator
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Out-and-About
What our members are doing

by Members of B-CCC

		  Sally Patton: 
   On October 25-26th 11am-4pm you all are invited 
to attend my 2nd Open Studio Event. I will have all 
of my printed photographs available for sale. This 
includes Framed Photography, Matted Photography,  
Cards, Ornaments &  Notebooks. Our son will be there 
with his woodwork and a friend will be there with her 
paintings. We will have a list of other artists in the area 
from Muddy Creek Artists Guild with their Open Studio 
locations for you to check out as well. My address is:

5313 Sweetwater Dr. 
West River, MD 20778

   If you have any questions Phone 410-940-9558. 
Please consider coming and bringing a friend. I would 
love to see you.

		  Stefan Kaben: 
   Stefan Kaben is part of Green Owl Design & Nest 
Proper’s travel-the-world presence at a huge pop-up 
design event in Washington DC. If you can, visit “Union 
Market by Design: Room Service” at 1345 4th Street 
NE (a converted Motel 6 next to Union Market). The 

hours vary over two weekends, Oct. 10-12 and Oct. 16-
19. More info at https://edens.com/press/press-releases/
union-market-by-design-room-service/ 

		  Kim Kowalewski: 
   Kim’s image, entitled “ The Milky Way at Blackwater 
NWR”, received First Place in the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources 2025 Photo Contest. 
Congratulations, Kim!

Upcoming Events
Indian Pow Wows

Compiled by Warren Wilson

  For the months of October and November, there 
are several Indian Pow Wows happening in Maryland. 
Below are listed the ones I was able to find information 
on. So, grab your camera because there will be plenty 
of opportunities to take some exciting photos and food 
you may have never tried.

		  October 18, 2025: 
   The 17th Annual American Indian Pow Wow. Located 
at 1600 Croom Airport Road, Upper Marlboro,  20772. 
When I inquired, the time given was 11-4pm. Find more 
information, including a photo guide that could be 
helpful. https://calendar.powwows.com/events/annual-
american-indian-festival-maryland/

		  November 1-2, 2025: 
   The 35th Annual Great American Indian Exposition 
and Pow Wow. Located at the Richmond International 
Raceway, 600 East Laburnum Avenue, Richmond, VA 
23223. For more info: email powwow@vance.net 
Visit the website: https://calendar.powwows.com/events/
great-american-indian-expo/

		  November 15, 2025: 
   Baltimore American Indian Center (BAIC) 49th Annual 
Pow Wow. Located at the Maryland State Fairgrounds, 
Timonium, MD. Time: 11-7pm. Visit the website: https://
www.baltimoreamericanindiancenter.org/events

Kim Kowalewski: The Milky Way at Blackwater NWR
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Parting Shot
If you would like to have your image and its story presented here, send to viewfinder@b-ccc.org
   Besides serving as the Parting Shot, the image at the 
right serves also as a reminder of the upcoming Indian Pow 
Wows happening this month and the next. (See page 7.) It 
was taken a few years ago at a pow wow in Baltimore on a 
hot summer day. 

   This year, I’m planning to revisit the Pow Wow on the 
18th in Upper Marlboro. It’s always good to revisit places 
we’ve been. I know, for myself, that it helps me rethink 
what I had done the previous time and, perhaps, try 
something different. 

---Warren Wilson 
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