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“You don’t make a photograph just with a camera. You bring to the act of photography all the pictures you have seen, the
books you have read, the music you have heard, the people you have loved.” - Ansel Adams

by Roz Kleffman (mostly) and Stefan Kaben

This has been a very exciting year for me as co-
president of the Bowie-Crofton Camera Club. For the
first time in all my many terms as president, I have
had someone to lean on who lifted my presidential
burdens, expanded my photographic knowledge,
stepped up when I was too weak to carry anything,
and provided a voice of reason to my chaos. It is with
much gratitude that I salute Steve Kaben. [Here is
where Steve mentions that without Roz's guidance
and relentless energy, both he and the club would
have dropped about a hundred balls while juggling
only about three. Roz, you are the best]

It is our honor and privilege to serve you.

Let's applaud all the Executive Committee members:
1st VP, Programs — Bruce Edwards stepped up
to provide amazing programs that were both
challenging and inspiring.

2nd VP, Membership — William Bailey has worn
more hats this year, helping with hybrid meetings and
elsewhere. We are looking to lighten some of his load.

3rd VP, Competitions — Charles Jemmott presented
us with some terrific themes that piqued our interest
and pushed our comfort zones. Charles has also kept
our archaic data base and software alive. Our plan is
to have a committee of really smart IT folks to help
build a new system.

4th VP, How-To — Karen Smale juggled her
work, retirement, and travel to give us fantastic
opportunities to improve our photographic skills.

5th VP, Photo Talk — Glenn Thompson is the quiet
man behind the second Monday of the month and
the print handler and record keeper on the 1st
Monday of the month. Glenn has forced us to reunite
Continued on page 3
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Articles for The Viewfinder

THE VIEWFINDER is distributed

via e-mail early in the month.
Contributions of articles of interest to
photographers are welcomed.

The deadline for submitting articles
and images is the 20th day of the
month before publication. For
example, a submission deadline for
the October Viewfinder would be
September 20.

Articles should be sent via e-mail to
viewfinder@b-ccc.org. Attachments
as MS Word, txt, or .rtf files are
acceptable. Photos and illustrations
should be separate attachments.

Photographs should be submitted
electronically as JPEGs with a "high”
quality compression setting. The
optimal photograph will be no
more than 1920 pixels in its greatest
dimension.

Membership Rates
Individual ........ $40.00 Photographic Society
Family............ $55.00 of America (PSA)
Student........... $20.00 The Bowie-Crofton Camera Club
Meeting Nights is a member of the Photographic

The Bowie-Crofton Camera Club
meets the first through fourth
Monday nights of each month
September through May in the
Fellowship Hall of the All Saints
Lutheran Church at US 301 and Mt.
Oak Road in Bowie. Meetings begin
at 7:30. Visitors are always welcome.

Society of America (PSA) and of
the Maryland Photography Alliance
(MPA).

For information regarding the
benefits of a PSA individual
membership and

for PSA-sponsored events contact
Denise Hill (301) 809-1399 or
e-mail psa@b-ccc.org.
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Presidents’ Comments - continued from page 1

by Roz Kleffman (mostly) and Stefan Kaben
in person, giving us special post-covid opportunities to
enjoy some good old-fashioned camaraderie.

Treasurer — JC Hsu has kept meticulous records of
club finances. I wish he would balance my personal
checkbook.

Secretary — Dena Selby, who moved to Alaska, still
keeps our executive minutes and does other secretarial
duties as assigned. It's not easy pulling together our
ramblings.

Although the club constitution doesn’t say so, I
believe these folks are also part of our Executive
Committee:

Newsletter Editor — Warren Wilson has done a
remarkable job keeping the club history alive through
The Viewfinder. His hard work keeps us all on track with
upcoming club events and broadens our horizons for
other photographic happenings.

PSA Rep/PSA Competition — Denise Hill has done

another fantastic year of begging us for images, then
collecting and submitting them to PSA.

Field Trip Coordinators — Leslie and Vince Ferrari
organize the committee to arrange for some
outstanding and fun club field trips. Vince is also the
guy who posts website notices and sends emails to
club members.

Mentoring Host — Beth Fabey has done a stellar job
with spearheading and running the monthly mentoring
sessions. Members of all stripes have seen the benefits
of attending these classes.

Exhibit Coordinators — Mark Laster masterminded
some great exhibits this club year, including a

community hit at the NEW DEAL CAFE. Beth Fabey
also provided some opportunities for club members to
exhibit in some new venues, and provided much other
help to the club.

WebMaster — Bev Shomo is our unsung, behind-the-
scenes hero, a most remarkable person. She is keeping
our long-obsolete web site alive. In spite of long hours
at her job, Bev manages to maintain the collecting of
monthly entries for competitions; the archives of the
club history; all the club rules and regulations; the
historical data bases; the photo gallery; links to other
websites; monthly zoom recordings; all while fielding
a variety of questions from officers, staff, and club
members. Three and thirty cheers for Bev!

Thank you, members, for joining this club, coming to
meetings, entering competitions, suggesting topics and
themes, and being a great bunch of people. You are
the club!

Now is the time to show your support. Executive
Board members cannot do it without YOU. Pick one or
two board members and discuss how to help. This club
needs each member to be involved in one or two club
functions. There is an urgent need for Web people to
revamp the website. If you have any skills in the area,
we need you. The Membership Committee needs to
find folks interested in joining. Let's get the word out.
Help Leslie and Roz bring snacks to meetings. Every
executive could use help with locating, calling, and
emailing judges and other presenters. Do not wait till
Roz gives you an assignment. Stop and think about
how YOU can help.
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2025 Presentation of the Slate of Officers

by Roz Kleffman, President

The election of the 2025-2027 Slate of Officers
occurred on Monday, May 19, 2025.

The slate of officers was presented on Zoom during a
regular club meeting. There were no additional names
presented.

All of the officers were re-elected to another term.
Conditions are in place that club members will assist
with a committee (or more) to help lighten the load of
each executive member.

Website gurus are especially needed to provide
technical help for the current and future website.
Officers will be installed at the June 2, 2025 meeting.

Out-and-About

What our club members are doing

1st VP Programs: Bruce Edwards

3rd VP Competition: Charles Jemmott

4th VP How-To: Karen Smale

Secretary: Dena Selby

PSA Rep: Denise Hill

Newsletter Editor: Warren Wilson

Web Master: Bev Shomo et al.

Field Trips Coordinators: Vince and Leslie Ferrari
Exhibit Coordinator: Mark Laster

Website Editor: Vince Ferrari

Hospitality: Leslie Ferrari

by Warren Wilson, Editor

Congratulations to Stanley Turk
for his Honorable Mention

in the 2025 Black-and-White
Contest! The title of his image
is Vessel Elevator:

Competition Corner
May 5 “Open” Competition Results

Four club members—Mark Laster, Karen Smale, Kim
Kowalewski, and Stefan Kaben—are exhibiting at
the Bowie City Hall May 17-September 20, 2025. The
address is 15901 Fred Robinson Way. Bowie, 20716.

by Charles Jemmott, VP Competition

Special thanks to Mike Thomas who agreed to step
in as our May competition judge when a scheduling
conflict arose in April. Mike is a familiar face to many of
us, as he holds the distinction of Master Photographer
of the Bowie Crofton Camera Club.

We submitted 82 images (67 Advanced, 11 Novice
Digital, 2 Monochrome Prints, 2 Color Prints, which
were judged with the Advanced prints), for Mike to
review.

Mike gave excellent feedback for each image allowing
us to complete the 2024-2025 competition year as
improved photographers: with some nearing the
distinction of B-CCC Master Photographer themselves.

Congratulations to all the winners, and thanks for a
great competition year!!!
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End of Year Awards

Congratulations to all the winners!

by Charles Jemmott, VP Competition

Club Photographer of the Year
Each year Bowie-Crofton Camera Club honors one member as Club Photographer of the Year. This award goes
to the photographer who accumulates the most Advanced Class Entry points plus Advanced Class Award points
across all categories for the Club Year.

Photographer of the Year 2024-2025:

« Photographer of the Year: Karen Smale (113 points)
 First Runner-Up: Bruce Goodman (69 points)
« Second Runners-Up: William (Bill) Bailey (64 points)

Competition Photographs of the Year 2024-2025
This year a panel of two judges reviewed photographs entered in the monthly competitions which won 1st, 2nd,
3rd, or Honorable Mention, and were submitted by the photographer into the End of Year Competition. For each
of the six Class/Categories, one photograph is selected as Photograph of the Year, along with two Runner Ups.

Advanced Digital (60 Images)

AD Photo of the Year: ‘Hummingbird Portrait * (by Bruce Goodman)
AD Runner Up: ‘Blackwater NWR - Sept 2024’ (by Bruce Goodman)
AD Runner Up: ‘Snow Bird March 2025’ (by Bruce Goodman)
Novice Digital (12 Images)

ND Photo of the Year: ‘Spreading My Wings * (by Beverly Shomo)
ND Runner Up: ‘Ste Amelie’ (by Sharon Ruhly)

ND Runner Up: "Icy’ (by Javia Walters)
Advanced Monochrome Prints (29 Images)

AMP Photo of the Year: ‘Strange Things’ (by Bill Bailey)

AMP Runner Up: ‘Agave Diptych’ (by Stefan Kaben)
AMP Runner Up: ‘Skipjack Racing’ (by Glenn E. Thompson)
Advanced Color Prints (34 Images)

ACP Photo of the Year: ‘Luminaries’ (by Vincent Ferrari)
ACP Runner Up: ‘Freedom is not free’ (by Bill Bailey)

ACP Runner Up: ‘Star-Spangled Watchman’ (by Kim Kowalewski)
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End of Year Awards, continued
Award Points Milestones: Star, Masters, Grand Masters

by Charles Jemmott, VP Competition

The Bowie-Crofton Camera Club records points for active members that win first (10 points), Second (8 points),
Third (6 points), or Honorable Mention (3 points) at club competitions. Award points do not expire (unlike Entry
points, which expire at the end of each competition year), they continue to accumulate for each member’s active
lifetime with the club.

Each member’'s Award Points are tracked as toward the attainment of three achievement milestones: Star
Awards, Master Photographer Status, and Grand Master Photographer Status:

Star Award: When a member attains 100 points, the photographer is awarded a plaque along with their first
star. For each additional 100 points, the member receives an additional star, which can be attached to their plaque
for up to a total of five stars (500 points). All such awards will be presented at the annual awards ceremony.

Masters Award: When a member accumulates a grand total of 700 award points, they are to be presented a
Masters Award attesting to their significant accomplishment. All such awards will be presented at the annual
ceremony. A Master Photographer may continue to compete, accumulate points and participate in all Special
Awards competitions but may not compete against other members for Class Photographer of the Year or Club
Photographer of the Year.

Grand Masters Award: When a member accumulates a total of 1400 award points, he or she will be recognized
and presented a Grand Masters Award. This award represents the highest recognition a member may receive
for his competition efforts. All such awards will be presented at the annual awards ceremony. A Grand Master
Photographer may continue to compete, accumulate points and participate in all Special Awards competitions but
may not compete against other members for Class Photographer of the Year or Club Photographer of the Year.

2024-2025 Award Winners

Star Awards
« Karen Smale 5th and Final Star Award; next milestone: Masters Award!
« Bill Bailey 4th Star Award
» Bruce Goodman 1st Star Award & Plaque!
 Javia Walters 1st Star Award & Plaque!
+ Sharon Ruhly 1st Star Award & Plaque!
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Competition Corner
May 5 Competition Results

Final Competition Novice Digital (11 Entries) Advanced Digital (34 Entries)
Standings 1st  Minaret............. Sharon Ruhly 1st  Hummingbird Portrait. . Bruce Goodman
Followin 2nd The Molding........ Javia Walters 2nd Dad Win The Race ForMe................
8 3rd Sand Art. ... Andrew (Andy) Gray e Glenn E. Thompson
€ a r rinder Not Grindr. . . .. tephen Bruza
the May 3rd Grinder Not Grindr. . ... Stephen B
i3 HM  WTC - Corner Beacon. . .William (Bill) Baile
Comp etition Novice Monochrome Prints (0 Entries) . - ( . ) ) Y
) HM Lookin - Step Out. .. ... William (Bill) Bailey
Advanced Color Prints )
William (Bill) Bailey. 35 HM Lunar EClese_ShadOW 2-05 ............. -
Stanley Turk. ....... 29 Novice Color Prints (0 Entries) ~ ceceeeii Kim Kowalewski
Karen Smale. ... 26 HM Steel Plant Railroad. .. .. Steve Abramowitz
Jin-chung Hsu. . .. .. 26 HM The Dogwalker. . ....... Dena Selby
Novice Color Prints HM Stop-the-Car Tree. .. ... Karen Smale
Javia Walters. .. ... .. 10 Advanced Monochrome Prints (16 Entries)
Sally Patton......... 8 1st  Building along River. . . . Bill Collins
Advanced Digital 2nd IHave Noldea........ Glenn E. Thompson
Bruce Goodman. ... 69 3rd Docent Peggy.......... William (Bill) Bailey
Karen Smale. .. ... .. 42 HM Ominous Train......... Kim Kowalewski
Kim Kowalewski. . . .40 HM Strange Things. ....... William (Bill) Bailey

Carmella Doty. . .... 36

Novice Digital Advanced Color Prints (17 Entries)

Javia Walters. ...... 70 ] "D Dav F Daint Stanlev Turk
Sharon Ruhly. ... .. 56 st U ay Face .alntlng. tanley Tur
Andrew Gray. ... . 28 2nd March for our Lives. . . .. Stefan Kaben
John Peyman. ... 18 3rd Sedona............... Bruce Edwards

HM Oslo Barcode Detail. . .. .Karen Smale
Advanced Monochrome . ;

HM FallGold. .............. Bill Collins
Karen Smale........ 45
William (Bill) Bailey. .29

Lunar Eclipse Shadow 20.5,

Stanley Turk........ 22

HM Advanced Digital, Kim Kowalewski

Jin-chung Hsu. ... .. 13

Novice Monochrome

Javia Walters. ....... 3
Sally Patton......... 2

Stop-the-Car Tree, HM Advanced Digital, Karen Smale
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Competition Corner
May 5 “Open” Competition Results, continued

Ominous Train, HM Advanced Monochrome, Kim Kowalewski The Dogwalker, HM Advanced Digital, Dena Selby

Oslo Barcode Detail, HM Advanced Color Prints, Karen Smale
UMD Day Face Painting, 1st Advanced Color Prints, Stanley Turk
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B-CCC Competition Themes for 2025-2026

Find a more detailed listing in March, 2025 The Viewfinder, page 5

October 6 — Open: Any subject, anytime, anywhere.

November 3 — Night: The image must have been
taken under dark skies. It can be of celestial objects,
or objects on the ground, such as buildings, walkways,
highways, or nature. The photo must have been taken
after sunset and before sunrise.

December 1 —In Detail (Not Necessarily Macro):
For this competition Zoom in to reveal some of the
details of your subject that are usually overlooked. It's
often said that "God/The Devil" is in the details. Not
necessarily with a Macro lens, but wouldn't hurt it if
you have one (don't buy one just for this competition).

January 5-The Art of Imperfection (Wabi-sabi):
Find the beauty in everyday, aged, weathered,
imperfect, impermanent, incomplete..Wabi-sabi is a
Japanese aesthetic that encourages people to accept
imperfection and transience.

Autumn B-CCC Exhibit
Severna Park’s Gallery 564

February 2 — Travel: Travel Images should be taken
greater than 50 miles from Bowie/home and should
capture a place or time, land or culture. Show us your
best images and have us long to go there. The Ernie
Nagy Travel Award will be given to the best of show.

March 2 — A Softer Focus (Pictorialism): Creating
impressionistic, painterly images, beyond simply
documenting a scene with your camera. Let's prove
photography is an art!

April 6 — Nature: Focus on nature and natural things.
The photograph my not depict any evidence of the
‘hand of man’. Simply put - no fences, cans, manmade
structures, etc. Novice Nature Trophy will be awarded
during this competition for the best in show Novice
nature image.

May 4 — Open: Any subject, anytime, anywhere.

by Mark Laster, Exhibit Coordinator

B-CCC will present an exhibit of members’ photos during the autumn, most likely in October and November, at
Gallery 564, in Severna Park. During the summer and possibly the early autumn, the Gallery will be undergoing
renovation, with some walls being moved or removed, so there’s no certainty yet, of exactly when the exhibit will
begin, or exactly how many photos will be on display; the current estimate, though, is that twenty framed pictures

can be exhibited, starting early in October.

The manager of the gallery, Michael Brown, says that high-quality photos that have not previously been
exhibited would be most welcome, although the previously-unexhibited standard could be relaxed if the quality is

very high.

Unlike requirements for the B-CCC exhibits at the Bowie Senior Center and the New Deal Cafe during the past
year, Gallery 564 does not require that the photos we exhibit necessarily be “family-friendly”.

In addition to [1] hosting exhibits and [2] providing instruction in lighting and [3] renting studio space, [4]
Gallery 564 also does fine-art photo printing, and offers to print, at its normal prices, any photos we wish to
include in B-CCC's exhibit. For photos that Gallery 564 prints, there will be no commission charged if a photo sells
in our exhibit at that gallery, but for photos printed elsewhere that are included in B CCC's upcoming exhibit and

sold, a 30% commission is charged to the photographer.

If there are questions, send them to mark.nmi.laster@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events
News about non-club-related events

Submitted by Beth Fabey, Stanley Turk, and Carmella Doty

Maryland Department of Natural Resources Photo
Contest
Photographers and nature enthusiasts are invited to
submit their most beautiful images of the state’s flora
and fauna to the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources Photo Contest.

Cash prizes, photos to be featured on the 2026 DNR
Calendar.

Contest ends August 1, 2025. See rules in link below:
https://dnr.maryland.gov/Pages/photocontest.aspx

Field Trip Meeting - Zoom only
Monday, June 16, 7pm

Tour of the nuclear ship NS Savannah
On August 23, there will be a tour of the U.S. nuclear
ship Savannah. They're having their Open House in
Baltimore, from 10am-3pm. You must RSVP in order to
join in on the fun. More info at www.ns-savannah.com

NPS Compliance with the 2025 Film Act:

The National Park Service updated the policies for
photographing and filming in the National Parks/
Monuments and Battlegrounds to comply with the Film
Act.

Find the update: www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/film-
and-photo-permits.htm

by Leslie Ferrari, Field Trip Leader

I wish we had a field tripto ______ . I wish we had
more out of town field trips. I'd love a city field trip.
Why don’t we have a hiking field trip?

If you've ever pondered any of these questions, now
is your chance to have your wishes known. The Field
Trip committee will hold a meeting at 7:00pm on June
16, 2025, via the usual Zoom link to begin planning
trips for the 2025/2026 club year. All are welcome. If
you have an idea for a field trip, would like to lead a
trip, or perhaps co-lead a trip, please join us. If you've
ever been on a field trip, you know it's a great way
to meet other members, gain some photographic

knowledge, and photograph to your heart’s content
with like-minded individuals — no family members
asking, “can we go now?” And to eat — most trips begin
or end with a meal which provides an opportunity to
get to know your fellow members.

If you have any questions or have ideas and can't
make the meeting, please contact me at Leslie.
Ferrari@gmail.com. Please put Field Trip in the subject
line.

This will be a Zoom meeting. Use our usual meeting
ID and password. You'll find those on the club’s
website.

10
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Field Trip: Hancock’s Resolution Park
Pasadena, MD.

e

S

g

Andy Gray: Hancock’s Resolution Park Andy Gray: Hancock's Resolution Park

11
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Field Trip: Hancock’s Resolution Park, continued
Pasadena, MD.

Andy Gray: Hancock’s Resolution Park

Mark Laster: Hancock’s Resolution Park

Mark Laster: Hancock’s Resolution Park

12
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Field Trip: Brookside Gardens
Wheaton, MD.

Vincent Ferrari: Brookside Gardens
Vincent Ferrari: Brookside Gardens

Vincent Ferrari: Brookside Gardens

Kim Kowalewski: Blue Morpho
Kim Kowalewski: Mexican Bluewing

13
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Field Trip: Brookside Gardens, continued
Wheaton, MD.

Kim Kowalewski: Zebra Longwing

Leslie Ferrari: Froggy goes a reading

Leslie Ferrari: Purple Rain

14
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Field Trip: Brookside Gardens, continued
Wheaton, MD.
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Stefan Kaben: Brookside

Stefan Kaben: STAINED GLASS PUB

15
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Parting Shot

Have an image youd like to share? Send it along with its story to viewfinder@b-ccc.org

A pest control expert once told me that if I wanted to
prevent snakes around the house, I should spread moth
balls around the house’s perimeter. Not that I had seen
a snake; I just wanted to try it. And, it only took about 30
minutes to spread the three boxes of moth balls.

Easy!

Not long after, late at night, we heard a crash coming
from downstairs. Since the house alarm didn't go off,
I figured it could wait until the morning. Once we got
up, we walked into the family room. There, to greet us,
was a six-foot black snake. The snake started moving,
prompting a quick call to Animal Control. They came out
and let the snake go in our backyard.

That was the last time I spread moth balls around the
house--the thrill was gone!

--Warren Wilson

The Viewfinder
Bowie-Crofton Camera Club
P.O. Box 515

Bowie, Maryland 20718-0515
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