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“Hungry Hungry Heron”, by Kim Kowalewski, won 3rd Place for Advanced Digital in April’s “Nature” competition. See more on pages 4-7.
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Presidents’ Comments

THE VIEWFINDER

“Remember there are two people in every picture: the photographer and the viewer”~Ansel Adams

by Roz Kleffman (mostly) and Stefan Kaben, Co-Presidents

Reflection
Steve and I have nearly finished our first year as Co-
Presidents. Seems like a good time to stare backwards
a bit.

I have sat in this prez seat for a lot of years but
this year is probably the best one for me. 2024-25 is
very reminiscent of some earlier club years, where
membership was less than 75. In those early years,
we were building the club. From the 10 active club
members in the early 70's, this club rose to 100
members in 1991. I have a plaque that was given
to me that year for hitting that 100 landmark. We
reached 200 members somewhere along the way and

Calendar:

Competition

Theme: Open; hybrid meeting

competed in interclub competitions as a LARGE club.
As you can imagine, there have been many changes
over the past 25 years.

Digital cameras evolved in the 90’s and
photography soon became more affordable for
everyone. The cost of film was no longer an issue.
Sharing images became the everyday thing in the
late 90’s with the internet and then social media.
Cell phone cameras in the early 2000's made
taking pictures so easy that everyone was an
instant “photographer.” Things like sharpness and
background chaos get short shrift when the image is
just 2 inches and shared over the internet.

Continued on page 3
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President
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Bruce Edwards............................
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William Bailey .....................oL
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Charles Jemmott ..........................

VP How-to
KarenSmale..............................

VP Photo Talk
Glenn Thompson. ..........covviuenn....

Treasurer
Jin-chungHsu ...................oo L

Secretary

DenaSelby ..........cooiiiiiiiii
.................... dselby1041@gmail.com
PSA Representative

DeniseHill ............... shillln2@aol.com
Newsletter Editor

Warren Wilson. ....... viewfinder@b-ccc.org

Immediate Past President - Jeanine Cummins

STAFF

Field Trip Committee Leaders
Vincent and Leslie Ferrari...................
.................. vincentferrari@gmail.com

Webmaster

BevShomo........... bevshomo@gmail.com
Web Editor

Vincent Ferrari. . . . . vincentferrari@gmail.com
Exhibit Coordinator

Mark Laster ............. exhibits@b-ccc.org

Database Manager - TBD
....................... database@b-ccc.org

Bowie-Crofton Camera Club
P.O. Box 515
Bowie, Maryland 20718-0515

Articles for The Viewfinder

THE VIEWFINDER is distributed

via e-mail early in the month.
Contributions of articles of interest to
photographers are welcomed.

Articles should be sent via e-mail to
viewfinder@b-ccc.org. Attachments
as MS Word, txt, or .rtf files are

acceptable. Photos and illustrations

The deadline for submitting articles should be separate attachments.

and images is the 20th day of the
month before publication. For
example, a submission deadline for
the October Viewfinder would be

Photographs should be submitted
electronically as JPEGs with a "high”
quality compression setting. The
optimal photograph will be no

September 20. more than 1920 pixels in its greatest
dimension.
Membership Rates
Individual ........ $40.00 Photographic Society
Family............ $55.00 of America (PSA)
Student........... $20.00 The Bowie-Crofton Camera Club
Meeting Nights is a member of the Photographic

Society of America (PSA) and of
the Maryland Photography Alliance
(MPA).

The Bowie-Crofton Camera Club
meets the first through fourth
Monday nights of each month
September through May, either
in-person or by Zoom, in the
Fellowship Hall of the All Saints
Lutheran Church at US 301 and Mt.
Oak Road in Bowie. Check location
first. Meetings begin at 7:00. Visitors
are always welcome.

For information regarding the
benefits of a PSA individual
membership and

for PSA-sponsored events contact
Denise Hill (301) 809-1399 or
e-mail psa@b-ccc.org.
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Presidents’ Comments - continued from page 1

by Roz Kleffman (mostly) and Stefan Kaben, Co-Presidents

And then came covid. Everything shut down. Folks
seldom left their houses, were forced to work from
home and on the computer all day, while photography
faded into the background. We no longer met our
friends in person, no longer could look at each other’s
prints, and our lives changed . ..

Today we have about 65 paid members and find
ourselves re-inventing the club. We ask ourselves very
hard questions like: Should we continue hybrid Zoom
meetings? Zoom programs? After all, there’s no doubt
that gathering together in person is highly desirable
for so many reasons. Yet some members have difficulty
coming to meetings. How do we best meet the needs
of club members in this digital age? How do we get
great Programs and How-To's? How do we attract more
members? Your Executive Board asks these questions
and many others every month.

At the end of this month, YOU will be asked to elect
three new Executive Board Members: VP of Programs
(Bruce Edwards), VP of Competitions (Charles Jemmott)

Meeting Schedule for Remainder of Club Year

and Secretary (Dena Selby). All three of these current
Executive Board Members have agreed to continue
another 2-year term. Please give them your support
when we vote.

This club needs EVERY member to take an active
role. Give it some thought, then pick something you'd
enjoy. Your help is needed more than ever. Competition
needs a good deal of help with upgrading equipment,
updating the database and software, identifying
and calling judges, creating write-ups, and running
competitions. Is there a place you enjoy going with

your camera? Be a field trip captain. Our dinosaur of

a website needs to be replaced. Help set up and take
down out meeting hall (it is open by 6:30pm when

we meet). Maybe use a connection to host an exhibit.

Help identify speakers. Our newsletter editor needs an

assistant and understudy. The list goes on. You know

best where you can help. Please volunteer before you

are asked. 10 years ago, [ wrote a similar article asking

members to say YES, I CAN. I am doing it again. The
B-CCC needs YOU!

Keep track of which meetings are in-person, and which are virtual only

by Warren Wilson, Editor

Competitions: All competitions for the duration of the
club year are hybrid.

» May 5

« End of Year Awards — June 2

Photo Talk: May's Photo Talk will be held in-person
only. The date will be May 12 at 7pm.

Program Meetings:
« May 19 — Phil Atiyeh - Hyperfocal Distance & DOF
(Zoom only)

How-To Meetings: No meetings scheduled for the rest
of club year.

Mentoring Group Meetings:
* May 7 (Zoom only)

Executive Board Meeting:
* June 9
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Competition Corner
April 7 “Nature” Competition Results

by Charles Jemmott, VP Competition

During the Advanced Digital, on Monday April 7th,
it was brought to my attention that several members
had uploaded images that were not included in the
competition slide deck. I was later able to determine:

« 17 Advanced Digital images were not transferred
 Novice Digital images were not affected

[ generated a new Advanced Digital slide deck that
included all the Advanced Digital Images submitted for
the 2025 Nature competition.

Subsequently, I worked with our Judge, Edmund
Palaszynski, and our Club Presidents to have the
complete Advanced Digital judged, with an additional
four Honorable Mentions awarded.

Please consult the B-CCC broadcast Email of 4/12/25
for additional detail.

I would like to offer special thanks to Ed Palaszynski
for agreeing to help us resolve this issue, Steve and Roz

Competition Themes for Next Club Year
2025 - 2026 Themes

for their support, and to the members of the Bowie-
Crofton Camera Club for their patience in this matter.

All told, Ed reviewed 77 images (64 Advanced,
Novice: 10 Digital, 1 Monochrome Print, 2 Color Prints
with all prints judged with the Advanced images).

Javia Walters is our 2025 Novice Nature Trophy
winner; congratulations Javia!

As expected, Ed gave excellent feedback and
encouragement for all the participants.

Congratulations to all the winners, and good luck to
all in May's Nature Open competition; (please enter
prints)!

End of Year (EOY) Competition Submissions

All prints and digital entries that have won 1st,
2nd, 3rd, and Honorable Mention may be entered in
the EQY competition. Note that no entries are made
automatically.

October 6 — Open: Any subject, anytime, anywhere.

November 3 — Night: The image must have been
taken under dark skies. It can be of celestial objects,
or objects on the ground, such as buildings, walkways,
highways, or nature. The photo must have been taken
after sunset and before sunrise.

December 1 —In Detail (Not Necessarily Macro):
For this competition Zoom in to reveal some of the
details of your subject that are usually overlooked. It's
often said that "God/The Devil" is in the details. Not
necessarily with a Macro lens, but wouldn't hurt it if
you have one (don't buy one just for this competition).

January 5-The Art of Imperfection (Wabi-sabi):
Find the beauty in everyday, aged, weathered,
imperfect, impermanent, incomplete..Wabi-sabi is a
Japanese aesthetic that encourages people to accept
imperfection and transience.

February 2 — Travel: Travel Images should be taken

greater than 50 miles from Bowie/home and should
capture a place or time, land or culture. Show us your
best images and have us long to go there. The Ernie
Nagy Travel Award will be given to the best of show.

March 2 — A Softer Focus (Pictorialism): Creating
impressionistic, painterly images, beyond simply
documenting a scene with your camera. Let's prove
photography is an art!

April 6 — Nature: Focus on nature and natural things.
The photograph my not depict any evidence of the
'hand of man’. Simply put - no fences, cans, manmade
structures, etc. Novice Nature Trophy will be awarded
during this competition for the best in show Novice
nature image.

May 4 — Open: Any subject, anytime, anywhere.

If you are looking for the more detailed themes
listing, see March, 2025 issue of 7he Viewfinder,
page 5.
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Competition Corner
April 7 Competition Results, continued

Competition

Novice Digital (10 Entries)

Advanced Digital (36 Entries)

Standings Ist
Following
the April
Competition

Headshot Refresh
(Novice Nature Trophy 2025)

2nd Boulder Jack BCC. . ...
3rd Snow Monkeys

. Javia Walters

Andrew (Andy) Gray
..Sharon Ruhly

Novice Monochrome Prints (0 Entries)

Advanced Color Prints
William (Bill) Bailey . 28

Novice Color Prints (0 Entries)

Jin-chung Hsu .. ... 24
Karen Smale....... .21
Kim Kowalewski . ... 15

Novice Color Prints
Javia Walters. ... ... 10
Sally Patton......... 4

Advanced Digital

Bruce Goodman. . .. .49

Kim Kowalewski. . . .. 33
Karen Smale........ 32
Carmella Doty. . .... 29

Novice Digital

Bull Run Falls, 1st Advanced Color Prints
William (Bill) Bailey

Javia Walters. ....... 50
Sharon Ruhly....... 42
Andrew (Andy) Gray. 20
John Peyman........ 16
Advanced Monochrome
Karen Smale........ 44
Stanley Turk......... 18
William (Bill) Bailey. . .17
Jin-chungHsu...... 12

Novice Monochrome

Javia Walters ........ 3

Winter Magic 63-93, HM Advanced Digital

Stefan Kaben

1st  Very Natural .......... Stephen Bruza
2nd Night Flight in 2024. .. .Mark Laster

3rd Hungry Hungry Heron. .Kim Kowalewski
HM  Snow Bird March 2025. .Bruce Goodman
HM Eclipse 4-8-2024....... Vincent Ferrari
HM  Goat Willow Catkins. . . Jin-chung Hsu
HM Here's Looking At You. .Bill Collins

HM  Winter Magic 63-93. ... Stefan Kaben

HM Got to be some Good to Eat Somewhere. . .
........................... Glenn E. Thompson

Advanced Monochrome Prints (13 Entries)

1st  Unfurling............. Karen Smale
2nd Winter Decay.......... Karen Smale
3rd ICame From Planet B . .Glenn E. Thompson

Advanced Color Prints (15 Entries)

1st BullRunFalls.......... William (Bill) Bailey
2nd Columbine 75-88...... Stefan Kaben

3rd Morning Light Eagle .. .Bruce Goodman
HM Lysefjord Trees. ........ Karen Smale

Unfurling, 1st Advanced Monochrome
Karen Smale
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Competition Corner
April 7 Competition Results, continued

Night Flight in 2024, 2nd Advanced Digital, Mark Laster

Headshot Refresh, 1st Novice Digital,
Javia Walters
Novice Nature Trophy Winner

Boulder Jack BCC, 2nd Novice Digital, Andrew (Andy) Gray

Lysefjord Trees, HM Advanced Color Prints, Karen Smale

Eclipse 4-8-2024, HM Advanced Digita
Vincent Ferrari
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Competition Corner
April 7 Competition Results, continued

Columbine 75-88, 2nd Advanced Color Prints
Stefan Kaben

May Programs Meeting - May 19
Phil Atiyeh: Hyperfocal Distance & DOF (Zoom Only)

Winter Decay, 2nd Advanced Monochrome, Karen Smale

by Bruce Edwards, VP Programs

Phil’s past life in helping
companies develop and
launch new products has
offered a natural path
into photography where
similar technical and
aesthetic elements must
work together. While he’s
always had an interest in
photography, it wasn't
until he left the workforce in 2019 (and joined the
‘playforce’), that he accelerated and expanded his
photography with greater passion.

Phil has received over 100 awards in his five years
with the New Haven Camera Club as well as merit
awards from various photography associations. He has

conducted numerous presentations for camera clubs
and conferences. His work has been displayed at the
Small Stones Festival of the Arts in Grafton, MA, the
Milford Arts Council in CT and Spectrum Art Gallery

in Centerbrook, CT. His Judges Choice image of five
inquisitive alpacas was awarded the cover photo of the
Alpaca Owners Guide (yes, believe it or not, there's a
magazine for this!).

Whether he's designing and crafting wood products,
playing the drums with other musicians or capturing
and processing images from his camera — it's simply
about the drive to create. And photography for Phil has
become an incredibly powerful medium for exploiting
this passion.

https:/www.philativeh.com
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Mentoring Group - May 7 (Zoom only)

Photoshop Demonstration with Karen Smale

by Beth Fabey

Our next Mentoring Group meeting will be on
Wednesday, May 7. The meeting will open on Zoom
at 6:30 p.m. to answer questions relating to our club,
photography in general, camera settings, photo-
editing, etc.

The formal meeting will then start at 7:00 p.m. with
Karen Smale giving a demonstration of Photoshop.

***Please send Beth Fabey (nonnie.fabey@gmail.com)

any Photoshop questions that you have for our May

Exhibit Reception and Take-down
B-CCC Members Photos at New Deal Cafe

meeting so Karen has time to look at them before her
demo.

***Also, please send suggestions for what you would
like to see in our mentoring meetings for next year.
How can we help you?

The Zoom code is the same one as our regular
Monday night meetings.

by Mark Laster, Exhibit Coordinator

Video of Reception
On Sunday, April 6th, the New Deal Cafe held a

reception for the B-CCC photo exhibit. Each exhibitor
present and I spoke to the group about some aspect
of doing photography and/or about being members
in B-CCC. A video recording was made for Greenbelt
Television, and a photo or two made by the speaker
was worked into the video.

The excellent resulting 26-minute video is available
for watching at this YouTube website:
https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfNE1ybKfSE

Take-Down of Exhibit Photos
B-CCC's photo exhibit at the New Deal Cafe in
Greenbelt will end on Sunday, May 4th. The exhibit
consists of 22 photos hung in two rooms at the New
Deal, and shows the work of 12 members of our club.
Take-down of the photos is scheduled for 12:00pm-
1:00pm on Sunday, May 4.

During the installation of our exhibit in March, I
noticed that works from the previous exhibit had been

taken down by the New Deal staff, and collected near
the performance stage of the back room, where they
could be retrieved by their makers, and taken to the
vehicles. If the same situation holds on May 4, we won't
have to climb ladders to get our pictures back.

If you won't be able to retrieve your pictures from the
New Deal Cafe on May 4, please contact me. We can
arrange for your pictures to be returned to you.

Exhibits during 2025-26 Season
I've had a preliminary discussion with a gallery
regarding a possible pre-Thanksgiving exhibit, but
nothing is definite yet. If you know of a space that
might be appropriate for an exhibit during the 2025-26
season, please let me know.

If you have questions or comments, please contact

Mark Laster at: mark.nmi.laster(@gmail.com
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Exhibit Reception in April
New Deal Cafe
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Exhibit at Charlotte Hall Veterans Home
April and May Exhibit

by Beth Fabey

Bowie-Crofton
Camera Club and
Coastal Camera
Club are once
again joining
forces to exhibit
at the Charlotte Hall Veterans Home, this time during
the months of April and May. This show is sponsored
and organized by the SOMD Special Interest Group of
CCC.

Three prints were bought from the winter show
there--two by staff members and one by an Assisted
Living Resident.

Please keep in mind that another joint show is
scheduled during the months of October, November
and December to gain extra exposure to the family
members and volunteers who come to the Home to
help the Veterans celebrate Veterans Day, Thanksgiving
and the December holidays.

Upcoming Events
News about non-club related photographic events

The theme for the second show will be Military:
military reenactments, war memorials, air shows, etc.

Be sure to check out the WWII Reenactment in
Reading, PA, this June 6, 7, and 8, 2025, for some
wonderful photo opportunities, especially for black and
white or sepia treatment. There are many period 1940's
scenes, props, encampments, costumed reenactors,
battles complete with flame throwers, and aerial shows
with vintage warplanes. You can even pay extra bucks
to ride in one of the planes!

The Veterans loved the photos from previous WWII
Reenactments when exhibited at the end of last year
and are asking to see more. These photos also do well
in monochrome competitions and would be great
subject matter for the Interclub PSA competitions!

https:/maam.org/wwii/

Submitted by Warren Wilson

On May 4, 2025, Maryland Photography Alliance
(MPA) will be presenting their 3rd Annual Black &
White Photo Contest. There were 650 entries, including
25 from our club. You will need to register to attend.

Email: mpa@mdphotoalliance.org

Karen Smale shot this image at Meadowlark Botanical Gardens.
See more photos on page 12-13.

On October 11-12, 2025, the MPA will be sponsoring
the Western PA Autumn Workshop. The workshop lasts
24-hours. See details: www.workingimagephotography.
com/next-workshop/oct25/altoona

Stanley Turk shot this image at the Cherry Blossom Parade in D.C.
See more photos on pages 14-15.
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The Maryland Photography Alliance (MPA)

MPA' history and an overview of its programs
by Steve Sattler, MPA President
When Steve Kaben extended an
invitation to write a column about MPA,

= 1 . |
M'Er_],fﬂ -y [ jumped at the opportunity!
Photography  Qver the past several years when
Alliance

speaking to Maryland photographers I
discovered many people do not know how large MPA
has grown, nor are they aware of what MPA does. I'm
delighted for the opportunity to spread the word.

This article will discuss how MPA was created and
provide an overview of MPA's programs.

After purchasing my first digital camera in 2005 I
became a student of photography, began attending
seminars, going to workshops, and joined four different
photography clubs. When I started traveling to out-of-
state seminars, I learned that most of the big ones were
hosted by clubs in an alliance, or federation, or some
sort of union. By that time, [ was President of two clubs
and began wondering why there was not an alliance
here in Maryland. I started asking other club Presidents
that very question!

In early 2017, a meeting took place with the
Presidents of seven local photography clubs to
discuss the creation of an alliance, including Roz
Kleffman. Everyone who attended was excited with
the possibilities — especially sharing resources with
each other such as speaker lists, lists of judges, and
best practices in running clubs. The decision was
made to move forward and the “fun” began: creating
the governance structure, planning how the alliance
would operate financially, and deciding what initiatives

May Field Trip: Brookside Gardens
Thursday, May 15 at 8am

would take place within the next twelve months. The
name Maryland Photography Alliance was approved,
as was the logo which still proudly represents the
organization.

During the first year of operations a Resource
Committee was created, and the lists of presenters
and judges were distributed. MPA's first contest took
place and seventy juried images were displayed at the
Columbia Art Center and the State of Maryland House
of Delegates.

Today, MPA has grown to 23 member clubs
throughout Maryland. Active programs now include
two annual photo contests, gallery shows, “Odyssey of
Light”, “Artist Spotlight” (webinars, podcasts, Maryland
Masters), Judge Certification Program, "Adventures
in Light” expeditions and workshops, social media
engagement, and Community Support including
charitable work. I'd love to explain each of these
programs, perhaps in future articles.

MPA's success could not have occurred without the
support of volunteers from its Member Clubs. B-CCC
played an important role in the formation of the
Alliance and continues its support today. We've come a
long way from that early meeting in 2017 to this April’s
"Odyssey of Light.” And along the way, we've raised
more than $134,000 combined for both the Maryland
Food Bank and Flashes of Hope. MPA strives to do even
better in the future!

Visit your alliance at https:/www.mdphotoalliance.org/

by Bruce Edwards, Field Trip Leader

Due to restorative construction the original May field
trip to Falling Waters in Pennsylvania is canceled. The
field trip is now at Brookside Gardens, a wonderful
botanic garden, in Montgomery County. It is located at
1800 Glenallen Ave. Wheaton Maryland. We will meet
on May 15, 2025, at 8am. I am attempting to facilitate
a special photo opportunity at Brookside's recently

reopened Butterfly Exhibit. This would allow club
members early access to the exhibit prior to the public.
In the past they would open the Butterfly exhibit from
8am to 10am for photography clubs and charge $30.
Unfortunately, we won't know if they will provide
special access to the exhibit until May 1 when the park
management is scheduled to announce their plans.

11
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Photos from March Field Trip
Meadowlark Botanical Gardens, Vienna, VA.

45 P

Warren Wilson: Lonely Bench

Warren Wilson: Containers

Stefan Kaben: Branch Out

Warren Wilson: Pond

12
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Photos from March Field Trip, continued
Meadowlark Botanical Gardens, Vienna, VA.
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Bird House

Barn Owl

All photos

this page by g
Stanley Turk -.*

Twins

Rabbit
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Photos from April Field Trip
Cherry Blossom Parade, Washington, D.C.

Stanley Turk: Model A

Kim Kowalewski: Parade-06

Kim Kowalewski: Parade-01
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Photos from April Field Trip, continued
Cherry Blossom Parade, Washington, D.C.

Warren Wilson: All in a Row

Warren Wilson: Horn Section

15
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Photos From March Hands-on Workshop
Light Painting

Flower

All photos this page by Stanley Turk

Horn

Vase
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Parting Shot

Have an image youd like to share? Send it along with its story to viewfinder@b-ccc.org

Meet my new cat buddy. Sweet Potato is her name.
(And, I admit it was the color of her fur that won
me over.)

A few months ago, she started sitting in front of our
sliding glass door. That's it—she just sat there. Once, 1
tried to let her in, but she'd have nothing to do with it.
All she cared to do was sit.

She looked well fed. So, figuring she belonged
somewhere nearby, we started asking the neighbors if
she belonged to one of them. Finally, we knocked on
the right door.

Now armed with her name, I started trying to talk
her into eating something. Nope! All she’s interested
in is looking into our dining room and watching us.
So, I pull up a chair, tap on the glass door to let her
know we are still maintaining a social distance, and
we carry on our one-sided conversation.

Soon, she leaves. But, don't worry. She'll be back in
a day or two.
-- Warren

The Viewfinder
Bowie-Crofton Camera Club
P.O. Box 515

Bowie, Maryland 20718-0515
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